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Things for Wichita to Think About.

Mo man could have been a better conservator of the for-
iBunes of TWichita than bas Mayor Jioss for the past two
Fears.

That daciaration covers evarythirg, and as It cannot be
Ealnseld 1t is worth thinking about. It is certaln that this
Reity never kad a bLetter, o more sconomical or an all-around
lanore successtul management of its municipal affairs,

It would ba, from any polnt of view, a very difficult un-
Hertaking to soledt a candidate from among &ll the ava!lable
Syman in this city who could posaibly Al the position for the
lmaxt two years so satisfactorily as Finlay Ross has for the
jppast two, Certainly Do representative of any faction could
‘do s

If &t is true, therefors, that nobody could have done bet-

That 2 another thing worth thinking about.

ker, and questionable if anybody would 40 as well, the re-

wpensibillty rests with thoss who refuse to support him (o

msrizn some Teason thet will pass mustsr among senaible
:lpef-p]e why they are for somebody or for anybody else. And
i‘thi.t is another thing to think about

It &5 trus that Finley Ross has given all his time, for two

|*years past, 1o the intarests of Rhe city, But s he will for

Lhe next two. And pobody questions his capaelly or success

%5 & business man  He will bave no stors to look after, no

cillate, nor will he be tampted to use the influ- |
1

lpatrons Lo oo
'mnoe of his administration to botster up his own private
"ulness, for ha has none, and has

!
Look looking ufter the business of the city. Nor will he go

I back into business as loeng as he remains in the office of
1 ]

bgnavor. His tima, talents and experitnce as a business mean

the city, and will be. And

|

had mope sinca he undsr- ‘

1

"lmur besn ungrudgingly given I

Rhese are additioc ngs to think about,

But that which more, If not most, concerns evary citizen ;
"interested in the presemt and future weifare of Wichita is |
the quest the fatthful eollection and wise distursement |

B! iis revenues, Nut only {3 every faxpayer and busipess

gnan, but every home-owner, as every right-minded individual,

L to the conmtrilueting or the wrongful and uswar-

anied giving out, or the sgquandering, of public monles, of

funds which should bs expended In paying honest oblige-

tions and In malking permanent Improvements, to or upoa

Kavorites or for the advanctment of the political fortunes of

!
fhose who happen to ba in ¢fflce. Not only has Roas ool- l
dectad every cent belotaping {o the city treasury, securing ‘
mdditional thousands of dollars which the average mai:-'or‘
would have let sllp through his fingers. but he has pot per-
Litted a single cont 1o go In the way of patronage o paliti-
eal cliques, not & c=nt to L=tter hie own chances, nor a cent |

Tor questionable jobs of any character. And that is another |
|

thing which should not be forgoften by any man, wWe cire

ot what his politica may be, or what his al leanings or

s frater

al ob

Aa the Eagle set forth in Ita Sunday moming’'s {esua in

items and In named amoun Finlay Ross 85 &

civing his whole time and attention to the bus

mnyor,

interest { the municipality, has saved the U

Payers « nds upon thousands of dollars, every
Wbollar of which has been lega and satisfactorily ad
for., For stre work and Improvements, sidewalk bullding
Sabor on Riverside Park, and sen sbor, his administra-
®ion hns pald out in ths iast yesr, in round numbers, 539,000, |
nlne.tenthy of which, as shown by the books, has gorme t
mechanicas teamsters and laborers of ds, He
probably could not have dona this so complelely = tory
bad he been ooking after his own private business leaving
1§ ate officers to Iook after the cf |
Not counting the am nits of the collections mads b
him, aggregating a good mary thousands of dollars, a Inrg:
per cent of which eollections have heretofore mysteriously
disappenred rwesn the time the men who paid and the
1ima of 1t . = tressury, every tof w h urder
} w1 ' = ¥ y £ »ialt slde of the ¢ iyse
Inlger aving thes aved sums which wate emploved
ko reduce iy ness [or ot er art & In which
every callar v { h, the = s which he made
for the ¢ iw hi uld not have mads had ha .E't"\;
engaged (o his ¥ ate dusiness, amount in a sum tom}
of $24.675.3 He saved §7.0 fnte mey by refunding
boods ntl & r ™ e saved JH.6°0.71 « light comiract
= s, U $ 1 forfititures, forfeltures which
» 3 Deve e bien | dp but for hima These savings
alops gl ‘ the voto of every man and wo
romn ir - ™ F Riipnse would insure 3T
L 2 i bty an overwhelming
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| Ross edministration, but the fact that he has proved that

| of JefTerson who will remaln at home cheerving ths prohibl-

Epeaking of ‘ths city's fipances and the Improvements
made, and of the probabllities of a renewed growtk and a
subgequent advance of valoss under a continuation of such
an advantageous administration as Ross has givan the peo-
ple, it might also be well to refember that Wichita has been
alternately in the suds and soup for half a domen or omre
years, and that during the Ross asdministration contidence
hes been restored; that within a year property, all kinds of
property within 2 mile and a half of the corners of Douglas
avenue and Maln streat, east west and north, has incressed
in value from 25 to 40 per cent, and that it is still increas-
ing. We do pot clalm that ail the credit of this is due the
our municipal debt can be wiped out and taxes lowsrad has
had much to do with the renewal of falth in tbhe clty's

desting.

—e
Five Hundred Quarts of Champagne.

How the average Kansas Democratic mouth will water
pagne hias been ordered for consumption @t the Democratie
when he learns that five hundred gquarts of extra dry cham-
banquet which is to come off on the night of March 80, at
Topeka where & host of Democratic party Jeaders who Tegu-
larly wvots ithe Pop tlcket, while gulping down Pomery Bec
ared hot toddles ars to be addresssd by Wlilllam Jennings
DBryanand Chairman Jones of the Unitad States central com.
mittes, The other thousands of staunch Jayhawk followers

tory laws of the state will not be thers, but they will not be
Besides, they wlll bs accorded the privilags of
reading the denumciatory speeches which will havs been
miade on that occsslon against Fusion, knowing that these
sames champagne consumers will return homs to advise the
boys that the only way to get a smell will be o stand in with

forgotten

the FPopa. In the meanwhils up at the bangquet party pop
will go the bottles whils the Pop party will be done up—in
your mind's eyea |

—

The Santa Fe Has Cheap Sleepers, Too.

The Eagla tha other day editorially allirded to the fact
that “he Baldmore and Ohio Rallway is arranging to put on
a lower priced eleeper, or a Berth for & night for o dollar,
The west leads plways and in evirything. The Balitimore
and Ohio Is but patterning after the Atchlson, Topeka and
Santa Fe, which road Is running, and has been running for

sme ‘thme, tourist sletpers, bulit by Pullmamn, from Chicago

tends that the young widows were buried
with Scribe. This opinion could scarcely
be a serious ome, and statistics would
refuts It victoriously.

Be that as it may, I know that there
is still a young wodow near by here, in a
hotel of the Rue Moncean, a hotel ten
meters sgquare, nestisd among bushes of
clematis. Her name was Louise ond the
sacred rites of matrimosny hed made her
Countess of Viry. The Countess was 2
years 0ld. Her principal accessory was &
littls dog, white snd curly, to which
they gave for food only a plece of sugns
n the morning and a blscuit et night. Its
name was Baila.

It was 4 o'clock. Loulss was running
In the sanded paths and turning around
the rose trees llke a buiterfly that has
mbeorbed too much nectar. From time to
time she stopped to inhale with delight the
perfume of & newly-opensd blossom. Bel.
la, full of fun, pursuled her mistress with
gieeful barks, seizing ageriy with her
sharp teeth the flounces of the blde dress
that Loulse sesmed to have filched from
a rainbow, and tugged at It with might
and main. They were |n the midst of
their sport when M. Jaogues de Beau-
champ anterad the garden. T"  little wid-
ow,. on catching sight f him, hid herself
behind an orange tres. But Jacques,
catching sight of her, kisssd her on the
forehead.

“Ah, M. do Beauchamp,” she saif, “‘that
is really not falr"

Louise was of medium height. Her
hands and feet wera too small, her shoul-
ders too white, her hair too thick and
too black; ma to her teeth, they shone so
brightly when she laughed that it behoov-
¢d the obszrver to wear smaked glasses.
But how well she bors her title of widow!

And In a way that dld her sach honor.
The young girl is generally timid and
#illy; she blushes, according to her moth-
er's directions, for A word that is said,
and always lowers ber eyess at thes vight
moméent, which i unfortunate for those
who 4o not enjoy contemplating eysilds.
On the other hand, the woldow has the
right to hear evarvthing, and when love
is epoken of, az least she know=z what
it means. Loulse’s nrms were bars. her
ahoulders scarcely veiled by the musiin,
and In showing them she knaw well what
she was dolng. She leaned on M. de
Beauchamp's arm, and bath entersd the
drawing-room, [oilowed by DBella, who
darted jealous glances at her mistress’
Bance.

Louise and Jacques paired off so well
that the marriage had long since besn do-
clded upon. Yst sach had a fault; M. de
Beauchamp was jealous and Mme de Viry
was a flire,

“Loulss,” he used to say to her, “you
drive me to despair. You say that you
love me, this avowal came from your roay
lipa, but how can 1 belisve you when I
=6 you smiling at every one? You hawve
for the first comer too kind a welcome,
and when I find you cheerful, sprightiy,
vivacious, alwuys the center of & circls
of ardent admirers, it is impossible to tell
you 'nﬂ agony, nay, the tortures that [
nr-.aur«-

“What am T to do about 1t, dear friend ™
answared Loulse. "1 am gay, that s true;
but Is that & crime? And why should I

to the Paclfic coast, every day in the week. These touriss
sleepers are carpeted in the alales and have just as com-
fortabla and clean bads as the first class zlespers, at half |

the price. The only perceptible difference {s that ths tourist L

sleeper is upholsterad in rattan Instead of plush and thers
is no carpet between the seats. For summer traval they are

caoler and more comfortabls than the stuffy, hot plush affairs
hich $2.00 is charged.
—
Cuba Not Thickly Settled.

The furither one goes from the larger centers in Cuba
the less manifest become the signs of activity, writes a cor-
nt of the 5. Louls Globe-Democrat. This Is due,
N reason of smaller population to
ng 810,000 as the approximals popula-
of the four western provinces of Cuba, It I3 probable
more than half of the number will be found within sixty |
Havana, that cdty belng, of ootirse, included. Be.
t 2one, except in the viecinity of estabilshed towns
65, Of ay travel scores for miles without seeing
r a human being.

for wil

to tha self-ev

a0

honse The greater portion of the terri-
tory withis that zone finds its commercial and industrial
1 Hovana, with which the most of It I8 cornacted
by i ids ur by very well made calzadas, over which ons
may drive or ride with entlre comfort

>
A Man of the People.

The mother of President Loubst of Francs is an aged
isant w

pas an who fesds her poultry herself every day and
10 bedleves that the elevation of he. som to the présidency
=fort The honest brother-in-law

wew president of France says he is sorry that Loubse

eRl mis

WS &

e for him.

ected for now It will be Impoasible 10 see much of
| fidm and all of his relatives will miss him sor rely. Loubet ls |
P the peopls in every sense of the word. He is tha

10 be elected 1o the presidency of Frince.
1Y droumstances were R humble

those of Grant or Garfield t In

Hig
pre-

and un
this

Wis as

France hus a uniqus president, |
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be sulky to people who only approach me
{o say agreesbls things?"

“You are a fiirt, and that laugh érives
for If you laugh thus, It
is only to show your testh. You know how
adoruble you ars, whan, laughing affect-
edly, you throw back your head to show
your whita neck."

“But what must I do to rove my love?
It is discouraging, at last. Ask me what

yon want, but do not ask ms not to
laught.”

M. de Beauchamp wassumed a solemn
air.

“You encs told ms" he sald, *that you
would sacrifice your lifs for me. I do
not ask you so much; dbut do you want
to make ma the happlest of mortais?”

“You have only to speak."”

“Fven at the price of suffering?"”

“Fren nt that price

iy n snorifice to me ons of your testh.'

“What are you asking me? That is
barpariam!"

‘Only one, & samall one, in front; after-
warnls you may laugh as much as you
please.”

“Hut you will find me ugly; you will not
cars for me any more.”

“I sweaar to you that there is no other
way of assuring my happitesa”

Tha Countess rang. St John, her fool-

man, took her orders, and eame back o
varter of hour afterwards, followed

nrried a surgeon’s case,
anked M. de Brau-
littla Countess answered:
is Mr. James, an American dent-
and went into her boudolr, fxlowed
¥ . with her tall between her legs,
as was becoming in & dog that understood
that something was golng to happen,
somathing serious

Lotiss came back soon after, shame-
taced, humiliated, and gave M. de Beau-
champ Httle white tooth like that ef
& baby, which he coversed with Kkisses;
then she Aed and locked harself up in her
room.
J.l q

by a man who A

*“Who is that man?"’
champ.
“It

Tha

yes had the tooht set In = litthe

eck Tike n relic.

From l:-n: day the lttle Countess be-
came so sad that she might bave been
aken for a s« ous., From time to time

rire smile iighted up her face like a
ytrive ray of sunshins. Sha shunned tha
‘. and u“\ 311 tw chlmcr tba ventured

! In & cormer
and w.th ber m’n shui as fast
Jacques &id not recog-

sfartous
as a prison door.

nize her, and In truth she was much
| changed.

*Tha poar Conntesa bs ageing.” eald

iy, “she ls much changed; per-

is grieving for something.” And

on felt his love o0zing away &rop

drop. Uke water from & vase of flow-

He understood that what he loved

eTe.
i1 her waz above gil her smiles, her plav.

ness, her guyety, He ulso became sad
The more ha tried to retaln the love that
wae fleeing,

with himseif and work himself up, the | ¢ swton the total registration ls LW
clearer it becamme to him that Be had him- | ;=g men and 613 womes, the largest eves
seif killed hls own paum: Krown tAsre
Ona dxy ha nrr‘\'ed : Mme. da Viry's! All the insocemt sle In tha peniten. !
in n =tate 1 vered yet
Loulise,” leve y
.

me
*Tiid I not swear to love you alwayeT’

‘W \"!

o o want 'n 'pﬁ‘v! to me the ain-

eerit w

I nek f"- notht '\l heties™

“¥e it you iove me, Bave your

Pyt

ahé ar

y is this* sald Lotise, wesp-

yoa wonld pot love

w‘ ich he wore religiously around |

the more he tried to reason |

town of Medford wiil erect s new parson-
nge,

J. Duke, who killed hiz neighbor, was
not given ball and is still in the jail at
Taloga

At Mulhall recently Mr. J. F. Fitapat-
rick and wife died within & fey hours of
each other.

I the war in the Philippines keeps on
Washita county will have to change M2
name to Otis.

Four hundred and four votes are regis.
tered in El! Reno. About sevea hundred
will be the total.

In rebullding that part of Sepuipa which
recently burned. brick and stone are be-
ing generally used,

Philosophy from the Heunessey Klcker:
“8in s usually concelved in secret. Whis-
pering ought to be a =n."

Harry Tooman of Ponea City, while rid.
ing on ths trucks of a Santa Fe traln,
Saturday night, was killed,

A week from tomorrow will be arbor day
in Oklahoma. 1t should not be tackied
without first donning an overcoat.

The Kingfisher Free Press thinks that
all the sine of the last lagislaure are trace-
able te Hutto, Gandy and Houston.

George E. Ford of Guthrie has invented
a slot machins which doles out clgars and
a comnany has been formed to explolt L

It 1s now charged agalnst young Dwl-
ton at Kingfisher that be Induced the wo-
man to shoot Ricker, Brst getting her
drunk,

The weather prophets have predicied
that tormadoes will be thick in Oklashema
this summer. But the propheta know
nothing about it.

Harry Gilistrap, secretary of the last

statehood coaventlon, says the best thing !

Governor Barnes ever did was to velo
the statehood bill

Mexican May, of Chickasha a bad wo-
man, full of bad whisky, siabbed a young
man the other night. In the fAght some
ene cut her nose off with a plank.

The new street sprinkler atHennessey
hax heen paintad gandily by C. Fry. 1If
soma mer were named Cy. Fry thay would
maks a fortuna out of the name.

A bleye s thief took a wheel at Perry
and tried to ride away with IL. Ten milea
out a pedfal broke and he had to adbandsn
1t. A chap wheel somotimes saves [laelf,

The premiom stamp faker has again
got his wuckers into the good red hiood
of the Guthris merchanta, The thing has
bean discarded Iin other parts of the
Unilon.

Justice of the Peace Elllean of Aoton,
Logan county, in order to Increase busi-
nees, offars & reward of 50 cents to the
first couple to present themssives before
him for marriage.

Posumaster Beebeg s advertising at
Cloud Chlsf for tho=a who lost Christ-
mas poackages In the mail, =20 that he
can distribute the goods he has taken
from tha mall-looters.

John Mingle of Manchester ndvises far-
mers not to plant ¢corn gatl! the middle of
May, becausa If they do they will wear
htelr fingers out scratching earth to see
if the corn has sprouted,

Two Choctaw Clty womean started alons
in & two-horse buggy to make a night
drive to Luther. The team became fright.
ensd at a lonely spot and refused ta go
furthar, One of the women walked ahend
with a lantern snd {s shaking yet at the
sight. Two panthers wers in the road,
one lying down and the other standing
The animals disappeared snd the women
cantinued on thelr way.

This
ent in the Alva Pioneer describes a pral-
tle fire: "On the aftarnoon of March 10th
@ prairfe firs broke out on the south sids
of the asttlement which was carried by a
strong wind through the center of the
esttiemant.
his friends and naighbors fight fire and
each one did ai) in his power to stop It,
but it was all In vain, for all they couid

do was to save the houses and a part of | &
he track of tha |

the feed which was In
fire, The citizens of Whitahorsa and Radl
horse all turned oot and fought llka men,
This is one of the best neighborhoeods we
ever koew, for in aickness or trouble af
any kind everyoms ftries to outdo his
nelghbors in kindness. Theare are no peris
or favorites, bul each one fares aliks, Af-
ter the fire had passed through the set-
tlement and the peapls had gone to their
homes, and just as it was geiting dark,
the wind changed from the south to the
narth, and the fire stariad on the back
track 1o sea what It could find to de-
vour.{ But the men 4id not p to may
*let sommane elsa fight fire to I am

tired." Oh, no, They startsd a o for
tha pliace they thou t in mon anger
and wera all working ke men will work
when a shower came up and p atit the

Foliowing {8 & list of the [ossss by
r af we have been abis to learn
Robert Arndy,

pasiure

fire

e, as i
them at the present date:
e shed and part of fead an

burnad. J. M. Ross, stable, ne a!ll his
graln and all his feed T. W. Rows, all
his grain., oain stack, stabie and hen
house, Whalter Finney, stable, a
feed and graln, wagon box and s
srat and pasture all burned over

n the Jimmy Ross claim.

i Fox lost their bay. Th

ng on Slespers’ farm wh
4 it furihar progréess
the feed burned, |t also hurned ever t
clanlms of thoss wi
by dest E 1
the

raln stopp

alr feed
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Along the Kansas Nrie,

At Arksnsas Clty there ars 100 fecple
regpistared In all, L&4 men and 108 woe
men,

Tha registralion In

total

reached 3,134 ihe largest eéver known Lo | Bess

that <ity
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